
 How did the people respond when they heard God’s words? (Neh. 8:9)

 What did Ezra tell the people to do when they got home? (Neh. 8:10)

 Why do you think the people responded to the Word of God by crying?

 Why did God want the people to celebrate instead? 

 What can you do when you realize that you have sinned?

First, read  the story summary on the next page as a family. 

(From Nehemiah 8-13)

After reading, discuss these questions: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

When Ezra read the Word of God to the people it was as if he was holding up a mirror for all the

people. As they listened to the laws that God had given to His people, they realized they had

disobeyed God. Their sin made them very sad. But God’s people repented and promised to be

faithful! When we sin, we can repent and confess our sin to God. And just like the Israelites

celebrated God’s faithfulness, we can celebrate because God has shown us mercy and grace!

Game:

The third page of this devotional will have a list of 30 different words. (You can also make up

your own list of 30 words.) Give each person in your family a pencil and paper. Read the list aloud

once; then wait 30 seconds and read it a second time. Give everyone 1 minute to write down as

many of the words as they can remember. When time is up, see who remembered the most

words. 

Then talk about how Ezra read God’s Word to the people after the walls were finished. God

wanted His people to listen to His Word and remember it. God’s Word has the power to change

our lives in amazing ways, so it’s a good thing to hear and remember!

Art Option: 

Give each person a piece of paper and invite them to draw pictures of your family’s traditions

for celebrating different holidays or accomplishments. (Christmas, Easter, the Fourth of July,

birthdays, first/last day of school, good report card, and so forth)

Then talk about how every family has different traditions for celebrating special days. In today’s

Bible story, the people of Jerusalem celebrated when the walls and city gates were finished.

They celebrated by listening to the Scriptures and having a big feast. They were not only excited

that the walls were finished, they were excited that they understood God’s words!
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God's People Repented

Nehemiah 8-13

T h e  w a l l s  a r o u n d  J e r u s a l e m  w e r e  f i n i s h e d — a t  l a s t !  W i t h  G o d ’ s  h e l p ,  t h e
p e o p l e  f i n i s h e d  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  t h e  c i t y  g a t e s  i n  j u s t  52  d a y s .  A l l
t h e  p e o p l e  i n  J e r u s a l e m  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a t  o n e  o f
t h e  c i t y  g a t e s .  M e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n — a n y o n e  w h o  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d —
c a m e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d .  

A s  t h e  s u n  w a s  j u s t  c o m i n g  u p ,  E z r a  ( E Z  r u h )  t h e  p r i e s t  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  b o o k
o f  t h e  l a w  o f  M o s e s  t h a t  G o d  h a d  g i v e n  t o  H i s  p e o p l e .  G o d ’ s  w o r d s  w e r e
w r i t t e n  o n  a  s c r o l l .  E z r a  s t o o d  o n  a  h i g h  w o o d e n  p l a t f o r m  a n d  b e g a n  t o  r e a d .  

E z r a  r e a d  t h e  l a w  f o r  h o u r s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  l i s t e n e d  c a r e f u l l y .  T h e  p e o p l e
s t o o d  u p ;  t h e y  h a d  r e s p e c t  f o r  G o d ’ s  W o r d .  E z r a  p r a i s e d  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e
l i f t e d  u p  t h e i r  h a n d s .  

“ A m e n !  A m e n ! ”  t h e y  s a i d .  T h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c r o w d  b o w e d  d o w n  w i t h  t h e i r
f a c e s  t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  t h e y  w o r s h i p e d  G o d .  

S o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  t h e r e — t h e  L e v i t e s  ( L E E  v i g h t s ) — e x p l a i n e d  t h e  l a w  t o
t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  h e l p e d  t h e m  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  w o r d s  E z r a  r e a d .  A s  t h e  p e o p l e
h e a r d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  l a w ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  c r y .  

T h e  l a w  w a s  G o d ’ s  r u l e s  f o r  l i v i n g ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  d i s o b e y e d  G o d .  T h e y
r e a l i z e d  t h e y  h a d  s i n n e d .  E z r a ,  t h e  L e v i t e s ,  a n d  N e h e m i a h  ( n e e  h u h  M I G H  u h )
t h e  g o v e r n o r  s a i d ,  “ T h i s  d a y  i s  h o l y  t o  t h e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d .  D o  n o t  b e  s a d  o r
c r y . ”  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  p e o p l e ’ s  s i n  m a d e  t h e m  s a d ,  t h i s  w a s  a  h a p p y  d a y .

T h e n  E z r a  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  “ G o  h o m e  a n d  p r e p a r e  a  f e a s t !  E a t  r i c h  f o o d  a n d
d r i n k  s w e e t  d r i n k s .  S h a r e  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e
n o t h i n g  p r e p a r e d . ”  A n d  a g a i n  E z r a  s a i d ,  “ T o d a y  i s  h o l y  t o  t h e  L o r d  o u r  G o d .
T h i s  i s  n o t  a  d a y  t o  b e  s a d  b e c a u s e  t h e  j o y  o f  t h e  L o r d  i s  y o u r  s t r e n g t h . ”  

T h e  p e o p l e  o b e y e d  E z r a .  T h e y  p r e p a r e d  a  f e a s t .  T h e y  w e r e  g l a d  b e c a u s e  t h e y
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  l a w  t h a t  w e r e  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e m .  N e h e m i a h  l e d
G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  t o  r e p e n t  a n d  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  s i n .  T h e y  a g r e e d  t o  w o r s h i p  o n l y
G o d  a n d  p r o m i s e d  t o  o b e y  H i m .



Giraffe

Truck

Stew

Plane

Cracker

Thunder

Stage 

Tomato

Toothbrush

Rice

Judge

Tent

Couch

Snake

Friend

Lock

Doll

Crab

Receipt

Cactus

Rope

Ticket

Basketball

Crown

Umbrella

Ocean

Pencil

Snail

Newspaper

Elevator
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