
Who led the people to rebuild the walls and fix the gates? 

 Why do you think it was important to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem? 

Why do you think it mattered that the Jewish people were all working

together?

How can you be an encouragement to someone this week?

First, read  the story summary on the next page as a family. 

(From Nehemiah 1-6)

After reading, discuss these questions: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Game:

Use building blocks (or household objects) to build a wall around an object. Next,

ask your child to knock down some of the walls. You could use toys to be the

enemy and knock it down. Then, help your child(ren) repair the wall.

Art Option: 

Provide a pile of clean recyclable materials (cardboard boxes, egg cartons, paper

towels rolls, newspaper, string, tape, so forth) for the kids and invite them to try

to make something useful out of it. 

Then talk about how the pile of materials may have looked like trash at first, but

we were able to create some really cool things out of it! The walls of Jerusalem

had been completely destroyed in some places. Many people didn’t think it was

possible to make the city safe again. But Nehemiah and the Jewish people worked

together to rebuild the walls!

F A M I L Y  D E V O T I O N A L

O C T O B E R  25 ,  2020
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The Walls Rebuilt 

Nehemiah 1–6

G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  h a d  l i v e d  i n  B a b y l o n  f o r  70  y e a r s .  T h e n  K i n g  C y r u s ,  t h e  k i n g  o f
P e r s i a ,  t o o k  o v e r  B a b y l o n  a n d  l e t  t h e m  g o  h o m e .  S o m e  o f  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  w e n t
h o m e  t o  J u d a h ,  b u t  s o m e  o f  t h e m  s t a y e d .  N e h e m i a h  ( n e e  h u h  M I G H  u h )
s t a y e d  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  k i n g  o f  P e r s i a .  

O n e  d a y ,  s o m e  m e n  c a m e  f r o m  J u d a h .  N e h e m i a h  a s k e d ,  “ H o w  a r e  G o d ’ s
p e o p l e  d o i n g  i n  J e r u s a l e m ? ”  T h e  m e n  h a d  b a d  n e w s :  “ T h e  p e o p l e  a r e  i n
t r o u b l e .  T h e  w a l l s  a r o u n d  J e r u s a l e m  a r e  b r o k e n  d o w n ,  a n d  t h e  g a t e s  h a v e
b e e n  b u r n e d  d o w n . ”  

N e h e m i a h  c r i e d .  T h e n  h e  p r a y e d  a n d  f a s t e d .  T h e  k i n g  n o t i c e d  N e h e m i a h  a n d
a s k e d ,  “ W h a t ’ s  w r o n g ?  W h y  a r e  y o u  s a d ? ”  N e h e m i a h  w a s  a f r a i d ;  n o  o n e  w a s
s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  s a d  a r o u n d  t h e  k i n g .  N e h e m i a h  s a i d ,  “ T h e  c i t y  w h e r e  m y
a n c e s t o r s  a r e  f r o m  i s  i n  r u i n s ,  a n d  t h e  g a t e s  o f  t h e  c i t y  h a v e  b e e n  b u r n e d
d o w n . ”  

T h e  k i n g  s e n t  N e h e m i a h  t o  J e r u s a l e m .  N e h e m i a h  i n s p e c t e d  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  l e d
t h e  p e o p l e  t o  s t a r t  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  g a t e s .  T h e  w o r k e r s  p u t  i n  d o o r s ,
b o l t s ,  a n d  b a r s .  T h e y  c u t  s t o n e s  a n d  l i f t e d  t h e m  i n t o  p l a c e  o n  t h e  w a l l ,  a n d
t h e y  f i l l e d  i n  g a p s  a n d  h o l e s .  A l l  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y ,  p e o p l e  w o r k e d  s i d e  b y  s i d e .
S o o n  t h e  w a l l  w a s  h a l f  a s  t a l l  a s  i t  h a d  o n c e  b e e n !  

N o t  e v e r y o n e  w a s  h a p p y  t h a t  J e r u s a l e m ’ s  w a l l s  w e r e  b e i n g  r e b u i l t .  S o m e
m e n  w h o  l i v e d  n e a r b y  w e r e  a n g r y .  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  k e p t  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  w a l l s ,
b u t  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  m a d e  a  p l a n  t o  a t t a c k  t h e m  a n d  s t o p  t h e i r  w o r k .  G o d ’ s
p e o p l e  p r a y e d  a n d  c h o s e  m e n  t o  g u a r d  t h e  w a l l s  a l l  d a y  a n d  a l l  n i g h t ,  b u t  t h e
p e o p l e  w e r e  d i s c o u r a g e d .  “ O u r  e n e m i e s  a r e  e v e r y w h e r e , ”  t h e y  s a i d .  

N e h e m i a h  r e m i n d e d  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  G o d  w a s  w i t h  t h e m .  “ D o n ’ t  b e  a f r a i d .
G o d  i s  g r e a t  a n d  p o w e r f u l ! ”  S o  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  w e n t  b a c k  t o  w o r k .  S o m e  s t o o d
g u a r d  w i t h  w e a p o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  w a l l .  

N e h e m i a h  w a s  a  w i s e  a n d  g o o d  l e a d e r  f o r  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  w h i l e  t h e y  w o r k e d .  I n
j u s t  52  d a y s ,  t h e  w a l l  w a s  c o m p l e t e !  T h e  g a t e s  w e r e  r e p a i r e d ,  a n d  t h e  w a l l
w a s  r e s t o r e d .  W h e n  a l l  o f  J e r u s a l e m ’ s  e n e m i e s  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  w a l l  h a d  b e e n
r e b u i l t ,  t h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  k n e w  G o d  w a s  w i t h  H i s  p e o p l e .


